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In 1950s New York, the dock workers’ unions are
in the stranglehold of the Mob. If you're on the
inside then life is sweet — kickbacks, bribes and
easy shifts are your rewards. Go against them and
your life isn’t worth living.

Unwittingly implicated in Joey Doyle’s murder,
Terry Malloy starts to question where his loyalties
lie. When he falls for the dead man’s beautiful
sister, he has to make some difficult choices —
“snitch” and risk the consequences, or live with
his nagging conscience and stick to the Waterfront
code — remaining “Deaf and Dumb”.

The classic story of the guy who “coulda been a
contender”.

© Nottingham Playhouse
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Text: Steven Berkoff

The waterfront theme is close to Greek tragedy,
close, since in our version the hero doesn’t die, but
the elements are there — the loner, the individual
battling against an evil regime, the chorus and the
masses who look on helplessly yet only impotently
comment.
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The New York docks were run by gangsters as
a personal fiefdom, ruled by intimidation and
bribery. The workers too afraid to question it, too
afraid of losing their jobs, knuckled under, ever-
ruled by their own petty philosophy to be “D &
D” — deaf and dumb. Nobody informs, nobody
“rats”, but the gangsters took one step too far
and Terry Malloy’s conscience, at last awoken
by his new love for Edie — a sister of one of the
victims, does “rat”. He takes on the mob and
cracks their rotten edifice — the dockworkers
are redeemed.

Facing something so enshrined in the public
consciousness is a hard test for a director. How
to stage it and not fall helplessly in the giant
shadow of the film and how to recreate the story
using only actors. | found that the main element
is the people, the simple and undemanding
dockworkers and the gangsters who prey on
them. In the film so much takes place in the city
streets. In the stage version, by setting so much
in the actual environment, the story slowly begins
to reverberate. The ensemble becomes the city,
almost a Greek chorus — flexible, able to change
scenes in a split second — supporting and defining
Terry Malloy’s environment.

On the Waterfront was workshopped for two years
before successfully playing in Hackney, Nottingham,
Edinburgh and the West End, paving the way for
its future international life. As we take it further
afield, we see that the themes contained are
truly universal.

Now with Budd Schulberg’s sudden death just
a short time after he saw the production in
London, it seems fitting, more than ever, that his
astonishing story of New York’s waterfront should
be seen all over the world.
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Born in New York in 1914, Budd Schulberg grew up in Hollywood, the son of a studio head. He

found success with his first novel, the Hollywood satire What Makes Sammy Run? His second, The

Harder They Fall, dealt with professional boxing, a lifelong love and literary subject.

Schulberg lived among New York’s longshoremen to research On the Waterfront. The movie won
eight Oscars, among them Scuhlberg’s Oscar for Best Screenplay. He continued to write, produce
and teach writing all his life.

In 2008, Schulberg travelled with his wife Betsy to see the Edinburgh production and in 2009
attended the West End premiere, fulfilling a lifelong ambition to see his work on the West End
stage. He died on 5 August 2009, aged 95.
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Screenwriter, TV series writer, editor and PR specialist Stan H Silverman was born in New York in
1914, like his lifelong friend Budd Schulberg. Collaborators for over 70 years, they wrote several
award-winning television dramas together, including Prisoner Without a Name — Cell Without a
Number and A Question of Honor, as well as the stage adaptation of On the Waterfront.
Silverman died in Florida, aged 90.

15



JEBRIE Cast

16

EHFX - BHEX B - B
Steven Berkoff Johnny Friendly

LEX - BARRAEERRBRBIAFER - ERINBREBTEBBENERE 2
%o MABZEEIE - 1968F ML THBEE - EBRAZAE (R) B
19755 E T BRBIET L)E - R L T -
BRXNAMERETE » — b BBSHRBKTHE - i RAIBIES : (—
EF) - CAIHBRRE) « (LEER) « (BED  BRZHTSR) - (RFEFZHAE) -
(A ~ (%) ~ (FHE) - (BFAWEREH) ~ (FB) - (MFERD - (BREKER) - RE)
CIEFRREER) M (RIEEH EEBA)
BRXEABISHETHSUEER  FRIEEL  SFEFRAFH (FH) M (BER) - KEH
BT (mER) - BREm (MEX2HES)  BEFTIH (BERBHET) - (BE=
) - (BIBER) - (BRA) MEREN CHgEx) -
t—EREEXLEE  EBHEZITENELER  AREEABEUZEBANBELES -
BRRBENNECHENSEES  EEHEEPNE  EERFE (RTHRERBHE - B28) -
Steven Berkoff was born in Stepney, London. After studying drama and mime in London and
Paris, he entered a series of repertory companies and in 1968 formed the London Theatre Group.
Berkoff’s first original stage play, East, was presented at the Edinburgh Festival in 1975. Since
then he has never been far from the public eye.
Berkoff's output is as inexhaustible as his passion for theatre; other original productions include
One Man, Shakespeare’s Villains, Sit and Shiver, Messiah: Scenes from a Crucifixion, The Secret
Love Life of Ophelia, West, Decadence, Greek, Harry's Christmas, Lunch, Acapulco, Sink the
Belgrano!, Massage, Sturm und Drang and Brighton Beach Scumbags.
Some of the many adaptations Berkoff has directed, toured and created for the stage include The
Trial and Metamorphosis (Kafka), Agamemnon (after Aeschylus), and The Fall of the House of
Usher (Poe) along with Shakespeare’s Coriolanus, Richard Il, Hamlet and Macbeth and Oscar
Wilde’s Salome.
He continues to write film-scripts and has appeared in countless films and television productions,
from major Hollywood blockbusters to low-budget independent films.
Berkoff's writing has been translated and published in countless books internationally. His most
recent book is You Remind Me of Marilyn Monroe, a collection of poetry.
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Some of Simon Merrells’ numerous theatre credits include Twelfth Night, The Life of Galileo,

Gasping, Cyrano de Bergerac, Mourning Becomes Electra, The Provok’d Wife, Closer, Burn

This, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Ritual in Blood, Coriolanus with Steven Berkoff and Romeo

and Juliet.

Merrells has appeared on television in Ashes to Ashes, Family Affairs, Merseybeat, London’s

Burning, Casualty, Doctors, Heartbeat and The Bill.

His film credits include The Wolf Man, Invisible Eyes, Le Petit Mort and BAFTA award-winning

The Banker.
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Vincenzo Nicoli’'s theatre credits include On the Waterfront, Yerma, Pool Death, Things You
Shouldn’t Say Past Midnight, The Magic Toyshop, The Comedians, The Comedy of Errors,
Popcorn and A View from the Bridge.

Nicoli has been seen on television in Suburban Shootout, Rome, Spooks, Hustle and Twelfth
Night.

His film credits include The Dark Knight, Enemy of the Unseen and In Love and War.
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Bryony Afferson trained at East 15 Acting School. She played Edie Doyle in the workshop
production of On the Waterfront four years ago, and again at the Haymarket Theatre in London
in 2009. She recently played the lead role of Jessie Sanders in Rough Music.

On television, Afferson has appeared on Law and Order; Totally Frank (2 series), Survivors,
Waking The Dead, Doctors, and The Bill.

Her film credits include the lead role of Kat in African Game and Amy in Sold.

BRE-TIW &2 (8] BR
Robin Kingsland Charlie “The Gent” Malloy

BT (BERZE) 4 BE - mtWTRBEZESE A (BERE) ENK

B HRE MR- ORkY (RE) ENERIE  URNE (EREE) NEA -

fElET—8 (BEER)  2REBEEARANEEEEERESHTERIN

X e FTHBRER  SEEATRERNGEEAE (AREHE)

Apart from On The Waterfront, Robin Kingsland has played numerous leading roles in theatre,
including Peter Lawford in Rat Pack Confidential, Victor in Arthur Miller’s The Price and the lead
in a new play, Garage Band. He just played Dick Barton in an affectionate parody of the vintage
BBC radio series. Kingsland is also a writer whose works include a stage adaptation for Nottingham
Playhouse of All Quiet on the Western Front.
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Some of Alex Giannini’s theatre credits include Oklahoma, The Producers, The Graduate, Follies,

Journey's End, Guys and Dolls, The Front Page, Double Indemnity, Blood Wedding, The Country
Wife, and The Winter's Tale.

On film, he has appeared in Elizabeth: The Golden Age, Skydance, In Love and War, Innocent

Sleep, Miss Monday, The Big Game, PO.V. and The Ballad of Kid Divine.

Giannini’s television credits include Parents of the Band, Inspector Lynley, The Russian Bride,

Grafters 2, The Bill, Civvies and Prime Suspect.
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Since the original 2006 workshop at Hackney Empire, Sean Buckley has appeared in On the
Waterfront at Nottingham Playhouse, the Edinburgh Festival and the Theatre Royal, Haymarket,
and is delighted to be involved in the Hong Kong production.

Buckley’s other recent work includes The Judas Tree, a Jonathan Creek Easter Special, and the
role of Doctor Meredith in Clint Eastwood’s film Hereafter.
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Gavin Marshall’s theatre credits include Steven Berkoff's Coriolanus, Henry VI parts I-lll, Richard
Ill, Strangers, Babies, Trainspotting, Marabou Stork Nightmares, Gormenghast, Arabian Nights,
Cyrano, Crimes of Passion, Sleeping Beauty and Beauty and the Beast.

Marshall has directed Nowhere To Belong, All’s Well That Ends Well, Believe, No Fear!, Raw and
The Snow Queen.

His film credits include The Ticking Man and Retribution.
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lan Gofton trained at the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art. Gofton has been part of
the On the Waterfront company since the workshop production at Hackney Empire in 2006
and throughout its performances at Nottingham Playhouse; The Pleasance during the Edinburgh
Festival in 2008; and the West End run at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket.

Gofton’s other theatre roles include Lennie in Of Mice and Men and Goose in Generations. On
film, he appeared as Steve in Going Off Big Time.
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Dominic Grant's theatre credits include the West End, Nottingham and Edinburgh productions
of On the Waterfront, The Tempest, The Misanthrope, Pygmalion, The Diary of Anne Frank, Dr
Jekyll & Mr Hyde, No Name, Fair Game, Noises Off, The Bruce, Cinderella Rockin’ Fella, The
Caucasian Chalk Circle and Sleuth.

Grant has appeared on television and film in 99 — 1 (as series regular Terry Bailey), The Genius of
Mozart, Serious & Organised, Family Affairs, The Bill, Grange Hill, Wedlock, London’s Burning,
My God You Devil, and Who Says.
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Alex McSweeney trained at the London Academy of Performing Arts. Some of his theatre credits
include The Three Birds, Leave to Remain, Horace, White Bear, Rubber Dolly, Fairgame, La
Ronde, What You Get & What You Expect, The Long, The Short & The Tall, and Out in the Cold.
McSweeney has been seen on television in Primeval, Holby City, The Last Detective, Commander
Ill, The Bill, Doctors, EastEnders, Keen Eddie, In Deep, Carman QC, Byron, and Silent Witness VII.
His film credits include Hellboy 2, Secrets, Revelation, Submerged, Dimanche Matin, Gangster
Number 1, The Escort, Dead Babies, and Sugar Sugar.
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Alexander Thomas' theatre credits include After Ashley, Fast Blood, Sizwe Banzi
is Dead, Home, Tracers and The Blacks. Thomas wrote and starred in a one-man play, Throw
Pitchfork, which won Special Honors at the Thespis Mono Drama Festival in Germany. He also co-
wrote Black Stuff, a two-man farce which performed at the 2006 New York Fringe Festival.
Thomas is an original member of the Nottingham Playhouse, Edinburgh Festival and West End
companies of On the Waterfront.
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Adam Flynn trained at the Guildford School of Acting, graduating in 2008.

Television credits include: Young Albert in Albert's Memorial with David Jason, Doctors and
Crippled with Laughter.

Theatre credits include: Jacques the Lad in Beauty and the Beast, Through the Wire, A Chorus
Line, Dickon in The Secret Garden, and A Man of No Importance.
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Jason Southgate attended Central St Martins College of Art and Design receiving an Arts Council
Design Bursary in 2000.

Some of Southgate’s designs for theatre include Ghosts, Don Juan, Waiting for Godot, Peter Pan,
Desire Under the EIms, Hamlet, The Bevellers, Deep Blue Sea, Whistle Down the Wind, and The
Sound of My Voice.

Some of his designs for opera include Der Silbersee, La Cenerentola, Armide, Carmen, The Turn
of the Screw, La Traviata, Tannhauser, and La Bohéme.

B - EEE-B 4% H | Helen Fownes-Davies FR#£3%3t Costume Designer

Bfe - BRM-BHEBREZREMEMRENRERAEE TLF  UEHEERSREREER - E1E

B (EREE) ~ (BA) - (HRBER) » (BERLR | —BEKHRYEER) « (MPER) -
(AHREFHNELR) - (BH2E) ~ (FH) -

Helen Fownes-Davies has worked as a set and costume designer in theatre for the last 15 years

and lectures at Nottingham Trent University. Recent credits include Garage Band, The Man Who,

I have Been Here Before, Whisky Galore! The Making of a Fillum, Small Worlds , Women on the
Verge of HRT, Up the Duff , and Misery.
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Mike Robertson is What's On Stage Nominee 2010 for On The Waterfront and winner of the 2007
Laurence Olivier Award for Best Lighting for Sunday in the Park with George. His many theatre
credits include Educating Rita, Wolfboy, Lifecoach, New Boy, Ordinary Dreams, Too Close to the
Sun, Hair, Days of Hope, Sit And Shiver, Three Men in a Boat, Snoopy! The Musical, Sleeping
Beauty, A Laughing Matter, Mirandolina, The Palace of Fear, The Glee Club, The Firework-
Maker’s Daughter and Du Skal FG En Dag | Mdara (You will get a day in the morning).
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Mark Glentworth’s work with Steven Berkoff over the years has taken a unique approach — the
music is developed organically throughout the rehearsal period and given the space and chance
to become a vital element within the production. In On the Waterfront, Glentworth has created a
score which intertwines with the sourced music to create the dramatic soundscape of the work. His
score is performed live during the play, using layered keyboards and percussion.
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Matthew Cullum’s previous collaborations with Steven Berkoff include East, Richard Il, Messiah,
Oedipus and On the Waterfront. His other directing credits include King of the Gypsies, The Big
Ugly Monster, Nosferatu — A Tale of Horrors, Wild Things!, Henry V, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Treats, Canterbury Tales, Arabian Nights, Macbeth, Club Tropicana, Brighton Beach
Scumbags, Where the Wild Things Are, Gods of the Vikings and Epic of Gilgamesh.
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Props, costumes and floor painting by Nottingham Playhouse workshops

For Nottingham Playhouse:

Chief Executive Stephanie Sirr
Artistic Director Giles Croft
Production Manager Denzil Hebditch
Technical Manager Andy Bartlett
Head of Construction Julian Smith
Head of Lighting and Sound Karl Bock

Head of Paintshop Sarah Richard
Head of Props Nathan Rose
Head of Wardrobe Helen Tye
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assistance with this production
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